
Milestone reached in tagging butterflies 

Ms. Jeanine Ging, sixth grade 
science and math teacher, has been 
raising monarchs for four years 
and released her hundredth one 
this year. Every year Ms. Ging gets 
monarch caterpillars and milkweed. 
The caterpillars start to eat the 
milkweed and they get really big and 
grubby. Whenever a caterpillar is 
fully grown it is called a fifth instar. 
Once a fifth instar is ready to make 
its chrysalis it will climb to the top 
of  the container and build a silk 
patch that will hold the chrysalis in 
place. The caterpillar then hangs in 
a J shape until it makes its  chrysalis. 
In about 13 days the butterfly will 
emerge from its chrysalis and dry 
its wings out. Ms. Ging will tag the 
butterfly, then it will spread its wings 
and make its remarkable journey to 
Mexico.

The reason Ms. Ging tags the 
butterflies is to see if  they make it 
to Mexico to lay their eggs. Before 
she releases them she measures 
them and weighs them. She also 
checks them for parasites. She 
does this by placing a clear sticker 
on the butterfly’s thorax and then 
placing the sticker on a white piece 
of  paper. Ms. Ging can then take 

her microscope and look for any 
parasites. The parasites can affect 
the way the butterflies grow and 
develop, causing problems with their 
wings or proboscis. 

Ms. Ging became interested in 
monarch butterflies when someone 
at a conference did a lecture on 
monarch butterflies  and how to tag 
them. She found it really cool and 
decided to get into it herself. 

“I find it so cool I can touch and 
work with an animal that is almost 
on the endangered species list. I can 

collect data to  help this delicate 
creature,” Ms. Ging said. 

Once Ms. Ging fell in love with 
monarch butterflies she knew her 
students would too. She decided to 
bring them into the classroom as a 
learning opportunity.  

“I think they are fascinating. 
They definitely have more of  a 
purpose than just flying around,” 
Paige Krampy, sixth grade student, 
said.
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Left: Ms. Ging holds her hundredth butterfly before she releases it.
Right: Paige Krampy releases hundredth butterfly on Group Day, Sept. 30. 
Photos by Ms. GinG
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Penny drive to benefit St. Jude’s Hospital 

It has become a tradition that 
every year during the fall, the student 
government puts on a penny drive. 
On the third Wednesday of  every 
month the student government 
meets and talks about upcoming 
events in the school. One meeting, 
the group voted on the charity that 
they would like to donate the profits 

from, and they decided on Saint 
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. 
Saint Jude’s is a non-profit research 
hospital. Care at the hospital is free 
so in order for the hospital to stay 
working, they need donations. St. 
Jude’s cares mostly for kids but St. 
Jude’s has care for adults as well. 

The student government stayed 
after school on Monday, Oct. 25 
to label all of  the containers for 
collecting the money donated. The 
containers will be kept in each 

homeroom so that kids can bring 
in money from home and put it in 
their homeroom teacher’s container. 
However, not all money in the 
container is worth positive points! 
Pennies and bills are worth positive 
points, whereas all silver change is 
worth negative points. The winning 
homeroom that raises the most 
money will win a sweet reward! 
Make sure to bring in some money 
for your homeroom’s container to 
support St. Jude’s!

bryson deal
Grade 8

editor-in-Chief 

FMS welcomes Officer Jones while some 
wonder, what do resource officers do?

Officer Rick  Jones is the new 
resource officer at our school. He 
started at the beginning of  the year 
and will be here until the end of  
the 2021-22 school year. He is a 
police officer for the New Sewickley 
Township Police Department and 
his assignment is to be a resource 
officer for our school. 

He went to college at the 
Community College of  Beaver 
County.  In his free time he likes 
spending time with his family, 
hunting, fishing, being outdoors, 
camping, and going up to 
mountains. He has 2 kids, and his 
son graduated from Freedom last 
year.  Officer Jones has been a police 
officer for almost 20 years total! 
He has been with New Sewickley 
Township for a little over 13 years. 

“I just wanted [to be a police 
officer] because you experience 
something new everyday,” Officer 
Jones said.

Officer Jones also said he 
wanted  to be a police officer 
because it was in his family, his Dad 
was a police officer in Beaver Falls. 
His Dad was a canine handler. 

“[I enjoy most] interacting with 

all the kids, working with the staff  
and administration, making a bond 
with all the students and kids, and 
just being here for whatever they 
need,” Officer Jones said. Welcome 
Officer Jones!! 

Even though Officer Liberty was 
at our school for a while, and now 
Officer Jones is at our school many 
students still do not know what 
resource officers do and why they 
are at our school.  

“[Having a police officer at 
the school] provides a little more 
support, a little more security but the 
biggest thing it provides is a police 
officer at the school talking to the 
students and providing lessons.”  Dr. 
Ryan Smith, Freedom Middle School 
Principal, said. The reason we have 
police officers at our school is to 
further help the student learn about 
safety, drug and alcohol, and a wide 
variety of  things. 

olivia vandeCar
Grade 7

Website editor

Officer Rick Jones, Freedom´s newest 
resource officer. 
Photo by olivia vandeCar
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Freedom celebrates Red Ribbon Week 
with fun festivities

Red Ribbon Week is a national 
event that encourages drug 
awareness and the dangers of  drug 
use. Red Ribbon Week is held each 
year from Oct. 23 to Oct. 31.

Freedom does different events 
during the week to symbolize the 
importance of  Red Ribbon Week. 
On Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday we will be doing fun 
activities and dress up days to show 
for it. On Tuesday it’s Pj’s and 
slippers day to give the slip on drugs. 
Wednesday’s theme is to put a lid on 
drugs. Wear a hat that day. Thursday 
is stand up to drugs and cancer. It is 
pink out. Finally, Friday is say ‘boo’ 
to drugs and wear your costume.  

“There will be a couple of  
assemblies per grade level, we will 
have two assemblies,” Mrs. Susie 
Suleski, middle school counselor, 
stated. On Thursday Oct. 28, the 
seventh and eighth grade students 
will have an assembly held by Mrs. 
Suleski in the auditorium during the 
first period. There will be a video 
shared for the seventh and eighth 
graders. The fifth and sixth graders’ 
video will talk about the dangers 

of  drugs, and how to prevent the 
dangers of  drugs. 

“Red Ribbon Week was based 
on a DEA agent who was killed by 
a drug cartel,” Mrs. Susie Suleski, 
middle school counselor, stated.

The campaign was started 
in 1985 for Kiki Camarena who 
was murdered by a group of  drug 
traffickers. They use illegal ways 
to manufacture, and sell drugs. To 
honor the death of  Kiki, people 
started a campaign called ‘Drug and 
Violence Prevention Awareness 
Campaign.’ They wore small red 
ribbons on their shirts. This small 

idea soon rocketed to be the nation’s 
oldest and largest drug prevention 
campaign, which was made to 
prevent anything like this from 
happening again.

Chloe lundy
Grade 7

Website editor

Officer Rick Jones presents a slideshow about the harmful uses of  drugs, during the 
fourth period. 
Photo by Chloe lundy
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Clibbens gets MAC grant for school store

Mrs. Wendy Clibbens, fifth grade 
teacher, has received a grant from 
the McDonalds restaurant called 
the MAC Grant. The MAC Grant 
is a grant for teachers in middle 
school grades five through eight 
that provides grants up to $500 for 
teachers to help make interesting 
and educational projects for students 
and teachers. The grant that Mrs. 
Clibbens received is worth $500. 
This grant is going to allow Mrs. 
Clibbens and her class to make and 
run a school store. 

This school store will have a real 
cash register and real merchandise. 
Mrs. Clibbens and the P.A.W.S 
committee are also trying to turn 
P.A.W.S cards into currency for the 
school store. 

“The $500 is going to be used 
to get the store prepared,” Clibbens 
stated. “Most of  it is going to be 

used for merchandise. It is also 
going to teach the students about 
how to run a business.  It is also 
going to teach the students about 
order and  staying within budget. It 
is also going to teach them how to 
sustain a store. I would like for the 
store to be opened by Christmas 
time.” 

Mrs. Tina Boyd, fifth grade ELA 

and social studies teacher, is going 
to help out with the school store 
as well. Mrs. Boyd’s class will be 
working with advertising, appealing 
to customers, and propaganda.

“I think the school store will 
benefit the school,” Fynn Reynolds, 
fifth grader, stated. “I am planning 
on helping Mrs. Clibbens. I think 
Mrs. Clibbens is doing a good job.”

niCk MetzGer
Grade 7

features editor

Clibbens shows her class where the school store is going during 6th period in the lobby.
Photo by niCk MetzGer

Career development teaches life skills

As you may know, the Freedom 
Middle School has added two new 
classes to our schedule!

One of  them being Career 
Development, taught by Mr. Ron 
Kelm. This new class is a great 
addition to help students improve 
their future. Career Development  is 
mainly about helping students learn 
new skills and traits we need to be 

successful. 
“This class is designed to look 

at what’s important in deciding on a 
career, what interests you have, and 
what skills you have, those are the 
first things you need to think about, 
in finding a career,” Mr. Kelm said.

 The class doesn’t just focus on 
career goals, there are also many 
hands-on activities.  Playing games 
and competing in challenges, like 
playing jeopardy, and completing 
tasks while blindfolded, are also 
included as part of  the class. Most 

students who have taken his class 
have loved it, while just a few have 
had mixed feelings about it.

“My favorite thing about the 
class was we had a lot of  free time, 
and the fun activities we were 
involved in!” Gracey Spect, sixth 
grader, stated. 

Not only are we having fun 
but we are also learning a lot 
from it. Teamwork, respect, time 
management, and being a hard 
worker are some of  the skills that 
Mr. Kelm helps us learn in fun ways.

Caroline bender
Grade 6
Writer
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Student Government runs concession 
stand at home basketball games

The student government has 
started off  great this year. They will 
be running the concession stand 
for the home basketball games this 
season. The stand was occasionally 
run by Skybacher in the past but has 
now been converted to a student 
government fundraiser. Skybacher 
is a sports youth organization that 
hosts various sports camps to raise 
money for different charities.

“I hope to begin to build a sense 
of  responsibility for those that are 
running the concession stand and I 
hope that this will give the students 
another reason to stay after school 
and support their classmates,” Mr. 
James Culler, Student Government 
sponsor, stated he wants to 

accomplish.
“Student Government is 

the type of  program that allows 
students to begin to learn how to 
be leaders and to make a difference 

in their community and what better 
community to begin with than our 
own here at Freedom,” Culler stated.

The concession stand will be set 
up in the hallway outside the gym. 
They will be selling snacks and candy 
that you may eat while watching the 
games.

“The student government 
students will have to decide after the 
seasons are over as to what they are 
going to do with the profits. Some 
ideas are buying a big prize for the 
PAWS program, donating to the 
Humane Society, the Beaver County 
Women’s shelter or some other 
charity,” Mr. Culler said.

So when you get a chance, make 
sure to head by and support our 
teams and Student Government. 
You’ll have a great time watching the 
game and eating some snacks!

noah brandon
Grade 8

PhotograPhy editor

Madison Capehart, Karenia Bryant, 
Danika Kugel, and Annellese Messenger 
run the concession stand at the first home 
game of  the season.
Photo by Mrs. Miller

Trettel introduces computer apps class

Mrs. Kara Trettel is the new 
computer applications teacher at 
Freedom Area Middle School.

Computer apps class is about 
teaching kids to type using Typing 
Club, using Google Suites (Slides, 
Docs, and Sheets), and code.
org.  Mrs. Trettel recently taught at 
Hempfield High School. She has 
been teaching for 18 years. She 
has been working with high school 
students, entrepreneurship, and 

finance. 
“The reason Freedom needs 

computer apps is because kids are 
lacking computer skills and typing 
skills,’’ Trettel said. “The course is an 
introductory course for all students 
at the middle school so they become 
more computer ready for all their 
classes at FAMS.”

Lots of  her students like her 
class! “My favorite thing to do in 
computer applications is to do the 
posture assignment on Google docs. 
You use building blocks  on Google 
Docs to make a  background with a 

person using posture and it is really 
fun,” Paige Krampy, sixth grader 
said. “What I like about Mrs. Trettel 
is that she is free minded and she is 
just a fun teacher to be around.” 

FMS had a Computer 
Applications class three years ago. 

“We felt that it was important 
that all students have the tools to use 
computers and the applications,” Dr. 
Ryan Smith, principal, stated. “As 
the students become more aware, 
the more efficient they will become 
using the computer applications and 
be more ready for high school.”

olivia Mason 
Grade 6
Writer
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On Sept. 30, the honors English 
Language Arts (ELA) class began 
writing picture books for younger 
kids. They are writing and illustrating 
their own books and presenting 
them to the class. This is a great 
opportunity for the students to 
express creativity and entertainment 
into books.   

The students learned about the 
different plots and characters that 
would make the story books more 

Spotlight shines new light on MS news

Mrs. Beth Malarik, Tech-Ed 
teacher, and Mr. Jim Gregg, art 
teacher, have assembled an advanced 
seventh and eighth grade Tech-Ed 
class, which is now working on the 
current news going on in school. 
Some groups are making modern 
dances, some covering science 
projects, and all the way to the 
outdoors outside of  school.

These groups work on making 
videos with the new iPads that are 
provided in the Steam Lab, and are 
then editing them so that they can 
then be sent out on the Freedom 
Spotlight’s YouTube channel. 
Mrs. Malarik and Mr. Gregg are 
overseeing the groups to make sure 
everything is going smoothly, and 
giving any assistance when needed.

“I want to highlight what the 
school, and the Freedom Area 
School District are doing,” Mrs. 
Malarik said. Mrs. Malarik is 
constantly working on the Spotlight 
and is always out helping students 
with the projects so that they may 
get out as soon as possible.

“I like to edit and tune up the 
final product,” Lucas Bradel, seventh 
grader, said. The MacBooks that are 
in the STEAM Lab allow the class 
to edit in all sorts of  different ways, 
and it makes it fun too.

Charles brenCkle
Grade 8

sPorts editor

Advanced tech ed class hard at work on their projects.
Photo by Charles brenCkle

Eighth grade ELA writes children’s books
elizabeth Mooney

Grade 7
Writer 

Noah Brandon, eighth grader, presenting his children’s book to the class.
Photo by elizabeth Mooney

Continued on PaGe 10
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Starting in 2003, the district 
began taking larger steps to 
assure all students success with 
education. More specifically, 
this applies to neurodivergent 
children. Neurodiversity is a term 
that surfaced in the late 1990s, 
introduced by Judy Singer, who is 
a sociologist who studies autism. 
The term recognizes that atypical 
developments are a normal deviation 
in the brain. 

According to the American 
Association of  School 
Administrators, approximately 7.3 
million, or 14 percent, of  students 
with learning disabilities secure 
decent special education services 
annually. These services are required 
by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, also known as 
IDEA. In 1975, federal law 
mandated access to education for 
students with disabilities,although, 
to this day, a large number of  
schools continue to use detrimental 
and dated models of  education. 
These include dividing students 
into different buildings, wings, or 
classrooms. 

Inclusion was often 
unrecognized as a viable 

option amongst many learning 
environments, but it is vital to 
recognize the approach Freedom 
Middle School takes and has taken 
to inclusive education.

 “We look to find ways to 
use [the students’] strengths in the 
different activities,” Mrs. Jennifer 
Glover, fifth grade learning support 
teacher, stated, “and then we build 
on those strengths to work on the 
areas they might need support in.”

 Building on a child’s 
strengths may be done in multiple 
ways, one of  which is recognizing 
their learning style. The most 
effective way of  education is visual 
learning, for over 65 percent of  
the population are visual learners. 

Though this is the case, visual 
learning is not as effective for 
plenty of  students with and without 
intellectual disabilities.

There are three primary learning 
styles or techniques, which include 
kinesthetic, auditory, and visual. 
Those who are  kinesthetic learners 
comprehend information through 
manipulating tangible objects. 
Auditory learners acquire knowledge 
by listening, and visual learners 
are educated through watching 
and drawing. Educators within the 
district tackle all ways of  knowledge 
comprehension in hopes of  giving a 
solid foundation for their students’ 

Calla reynolds
Grade 8

CoPy editor

Middle school continues to step up for 
neurodivergent inclusivity

Watching the Smartboard, Mrs. Perry’s third period class focuses on the lecture.
Photo by Calla reynolds

Continued on PaGe 10
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Ms. Ging, sixth grade math and 
science teacher, chose a butterfly 
to be sent down to Mexico. All 
butterflies go to Mexico to migrate, 
but this is a paper one. It was a 
project in science class where groups 
of  students decorated different 
paper butterflies. Students used 
pencils, crayons, and colored pencils 
to design the butterflies to represent 
our school. The students voted on 
their favorite butterflies which were 
displayed in the hallway. The one 
everyone liked best was picked to go 
to Mexico. The students also created 
individual butterflies which were 
sent to schools in Mexico as well. 

“This is part of  a symbolic 
migration through Journey North,” 
said Ms. Ging. 

Journey North is an app where 
you can track and monitor the 
movement of  butterflies and other 
animals across the United States.

As of  2020, the butterfly 
population has decreased to less 
than 2000 butterflies. You might 
be thinking that that is a lot of  
butterflies? Well in the 1990’s, there 
were over 1.2 million butterflies. 
It is important to recognize them 
and protect them. One way we are 
recognizing them is by sending this 
paper butterfly to Mexico. 

“Because our Monarchs are 

close to being put on the endangered 
species list, it’s a species we can 
touch, study, and catch them,” said 
Ms. Ging. 

The paper butterfly was sent 
at the beginning of  October to go 
to different schools throughout 
Mexico. They will then send one 
back in the springtime when the 
Monarchs come migrating back 
north.

CooPer brien
Grade 6
Writer

Paper butterflies sent to Mexican schools

Two paper butterflies hang on the wall in the 5th and 6th grade hallway. 
Photo by CooPer brien

Looking for a Spooky Great Time?
Come to the Freedom Middle School Halloween Party!

Fear Factor Theme
Costume contest

Snacks
Drinks 
Candy

Friends
DJ - It can’t just be a 

party without dancing!

In the middle school gym  
$5 a ticket or 

$3 if you bring a can of 
canned food 

that will be donated to 
the Unionville Food Pantry
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success. 
Mr. Dante DeNome, grade 

eight history teacher, shared,“I try 
to gear towards every students’ 
special needs in terms of  learning 
techniques,” he began, “every class 
we try to incorporate those [learning 
techniques] into the classroom 
setting.”

“Whether we do class discussion, 
hands-on projects, collaborative 
work, we try to use different means 
of  teaching strategies to incorporate 
every kids’ learning style,” Mr. 
DeNome added.

When it comes to neurodiversity 

for special needs, there are 
instances where a child needs to be 
taken out of  a general education 
classroom. This allows the child to 
communicate with their educator 
or educators on their places of  
struggle, as well as multiple other 
advantages. 

 “Students with special needs 
are taken out of  classrooms for 
any type of  assessment because the 
smaller setting sometimes minimizes 
anxiety. It makes students more 
comfortable and lets their minds 
think more clearly,” Mrs. Shanda 
Wyatt, sixth grade learning support 
teacher, said.

 Whether or not a child 
with a disability is taken out of  
the classroom is a decision to be 
made by them and their IEP team, 
which is a group composed of  
the individual’s parents, support 
teachers, and few general education 
teachers. The bodies in an IEP team 
may differ depending on where or 
if  the student is present in regular 
classrooms. 

Continued froM PaGe 8

Neurodivergent inclusivity

interesting.  
 “I think this is a good way 

to develop an understanding of  
these concepts. I wanted them to 
be creative and to think through 
the process from beginning to end 
that encompassed all the things we 
discussed.  I think it was a good 
way to showcase creativity and 
personality.  I do think that the 
presentations went well. I think 
some put forth a bit more effort 
than others, but all of  them were 
well developed,” Mrs. Nicole Spiker, 
eighth grade Honors ELA teacher, 
said.  

 There were no limits to the 
assignment, and the project was 
designed to let the students use their 

creativity and imagination. 
“I think I would do this 

assignment again because it gives 
us a chance to be creative. I think 
I did it because, well, it was time 
spent on the class, and I wanted to 
see what other people did for this 
project. I enjoyed that we had to 
have ten pages because I felt like 
it should have been more. I don’t 
think it was because I felt like we 
could have used this as the end of  
the year project so we could save 
the best project for last. It exceeded 
my expectations because I went 
back and basically went back and 
just fixed all my mistakes so it would 
turn out well,” Reese Neely, eighth 
grader, said. 

  When the students presented 
their projects, they got the chance 

to show off  how creative they were. 
Some of  the students also had the 
opportunity to read their books to 
Mrs. Meyer’s life skills class. This 
assignment will inspire and benefit  
all of  the students with creativity.  

Eighth grade ELA writes children’s books
Continued froM PaGe 6
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Middle school football has 
had a fantastic season so far, 
especially after the team merged 
with Rochester. This merger has 
had a positive effect, and the 
teams got along well. They wear 
Freedom uniforms for Freedom 
games and Rochester uniforms for 
the Rochester games.  The team is 
currently 7-0, and hoping to stay 
undefeated. The merge could not 
have gone better, and everyone is 
happy with it.

Compared to last year, 
COVID-19 has not affected the 
year much at all except for mask 
wearing during circumstances where 
physical activity isn’t necessary. The 
coaches for Freedom are Joe Leasha, 
John Leasha, and Mark Ellison. 
The coaches for Rochester are Matt 
Yount and Van Norm. 

“We have improved greatly as a 
group since we started in July, the 
boys have come together as a team. 
We’ve made great strides throughout 
our time together,” Joe Leasha 
commented on the team. The coach 
is happy with how quickly the team 
has learned different plays and came 
together.

“My favorite memory so far is 
our win over Cornell because we all 

worked hard together even though 
some of  the guys on their team were 
big and harder to tackle than people 
on other teams. We all worked hard 
throughout the game  and got a win 
out of  it. This year is much different 
because last year there was a full 
team of  Freedom kids and this year 
all of  the eighth graders from last 
year moved up to high school and 
there were much less people than 
last year. The lack of  people resulted 
in us merging with Rochester 
which has worked out pretty well,” 
Andrew Wolfe, eighth grade player, 
commented on this year. 

Fairly happy with the outcome 
of  the merging of  teams, Wolfe 
notes that the strategy change did 

affect the performance of  the team 
for a little bit in the beginning of  
the season, however soon after 
they adapted and overcame the 
difficulties.

“I improved by running hills 
and suicides,” Kaden Bailey, seventh 
grader, said. Bailey is impressed how 
he improved this year. His cousin 
was on the Rochester team and 
his best friend, so the merge was a 
pleasant experience for him.

Kicking off into the football season 
helena buli

Grade 8
Writer

Freedom Bulldogs preparing to play against the Keystone Oaks Golden Eagles on 
Wednesday, Oct. 13.
Photo by Mrs. Miller
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The middle school boys and girls 
soccer season has come to a close. 
The last boys soccer game was at 
Ambridge on Tuesday, Oct. 5th. The 
last girls soccer game was against 
Blackhack on Oct. 7th. 

“I think that the team did very 
well, even if  we lost a few games. 
I enjoyed playing with the team 
because they helped me get better. 
I will play soccer with the team 
next year.” stated Ashlynn Wagner, 
seventh grade. 

“I think that the team did pretty 
well because we won a lot of  games 
this season. I liked playing with the 
team and I also liked the coach, 
because he helped us get better. I 
will definitely play with the team 
next season.” stated Kendall Climo, 
seventh grader. 

“I think that the boys team did 
very great, we passed a lot and had a 
wide variety of  people scoring. The 
one thing we could improve on is 

getting an extra 
goalie, so that 
our goalie can 
have breaks. 
My favorite 
thing about 
playing on the 
team was how 
enthusiastic 
people were 
about scoring, 
also, people 
took the game 
very seriously 
so that they 
tried their 
best. I would love to play for the 
boys next year because I love playing 
soccer, and playing for the school 
is very fun,” stated Lucas Evans, 
seventh grader. 

“I think we really improved as 
the season went on. We started to 
play well as a team. We were a young 
team, so we had to learn quickly! We 
improved every game, and that was 
our goal from day one! I do think 
that the team did well. At the MS 

level, it’s all about learning the little 
things that will make us successful 
later when they play high school 
soccer! To be a good team you have 
to work as a team, and we did. They 
came with a great attitude & worked 
hard everyday! That’s what a coach 
expects & appreciates. I am very 
proud of  all of  them! We won three 
games, tied two games, and we lost 
six games,” Chris Keller, girls soccer 
coach, stated. 

Girls and Boys Soccer come to a close

Freedom Middle School girls soccer game.
Photo by Wyatt Miller

stella haney
Grade 7
Writer

Did you ever think cheerleaders 
could cheer in the playoffs? Did they 
ever help the football players win? 
Let’s find out! 

Ali Millward who is a Freedom 
Mighty-Mite cheerleader said 
“During halftime shows we help 
grind time, so the football players 
can build up more energy, as long 

as the girls are cheering, it shows we 
care about the football players.”

The playoffs could be rough 
sometimes. If  you win you have to 
keep going even if  the best player 
on the team is hurt. You can’t skip 
the playoffs. It could be an amazing 
game that you miss, or it could be a 
very bad losing game that you might 
miss. You might start getting angry 
if  someone does bad in the game 
because you really want to win. It is 

still very cool to win and be known 
as a winning team. One of  the 
games the Mighty-Mites played was 
40. They won that one. 

The Mighty-Mites had a very 
amazing  season this year. They 
started out well and ended pretty 
well. We did have some rough 
games, but that is ok. A football 
team can’t always win every single 
game. It just wouldn’t be fun at all. 

Can cheerleaders help win the playoffs?
hannah MetzGer

Grade 5
Writer

Continued on PaGe 13
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This year the cross country team 
has doubled in size since the last 
season. There are four members 
of  the team, two Freedom athletes 
and two Rochester athletes. The 
Freedom members are Noah 
Chaousy and Hannah Shaffer, 
and the Rochester athletes are 
Benjamin and Judah Kaufman. The 
head coach is Mr. Jim Gregg, and 
the assistant coach is Mr. Aaron 
Fitzpatrick.

Due to the size of  the team 
and it being so small, it has affected 
the athletes on the team in multiple 
ways. One of  the things that has 
affected the team in general is that 
they cannot compete against other 
teams in meets. A cross country 
team needs  five boy athletes and 
five girl athletes to score points. 
If  the team does not have enough 
athletes, then the runners run 
individually. Something else that 
affects the runners is that they have 
no competition within the team to 
challenge and run with. The only 
times that the runners are able to 
compete with others that are at their 
pace is at meets and invitationals. 

 The times for the athletes 
are: Chaousy runs a best time of  
12:56, and Shaffer runs a 18:31.

 “My main goal for the team 
this year was to continually improve 
in both personal times and race 
finishes,” Mr. Fitzpatrick said, “and 
I’m pleased that we’ve seen both of  
those things throughout the course 

of  the season.”
During the cross country season 

the athletes have improved greatly, 
all of  the runners’ times (or also 
known as PR’s or personal records) 
have improved significantly.

Some of  the best moments so 
far during the season have been 
meets and invitationals. The athletes 
and coaches both enjoy going to 
them.

“My favorite part of  the season 
was the Bald Eagle Invitational,” 
Chaousy, eighth grade runner said. 
“It was a really good course and well 
planned compared to all the other 
races.”

The middle school team is very 
small, and may no longer exist when 
Shaffer and Chaousy, both eighth 
graders, move up into the high 
school. Joining cross country has 
many benefits in health and mind. It 

is one of  the only sports that you do 
individually and not as a team. Join 
cross country, and be a runner.

The running-ful season of cross country
hannah shaffer

Grade 8
Managing editor

The cross country athletes competed in the MAC Championship on Wednesday, Oct. 13.
Photo by Mr. GreGG

The playoffs also seem tough this 
year.

I am also a Mighty-Mite 
cheerleader and I think we help a lot 
in the playoffs. They need people 
to cheer them on when they play. 
They could have a bad game, but the 
cheerleaders could cheer them up 
when they really need it. We won our 
first playoff  game and let’s  hope we 
can win the rest.           

Continued froM PaGe 13

Playoffs
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For those who are uneducated 
about LGBT, you might not know 
what Pride History month is, 
nor that it represents the LGBT 
community. 

Rodney Wilson was a high 
school teacher from Missouri who 
is known for starting Pride History 
month. Not only did he teach his 
students about Pride month but 
also about Women’s History month 
and Black History month. In 1994, 
Wilson wrote an article about gay 
history, and the article was published 
by Missouri Historical Society. 
University of  Missouri St. Louis, 
the university Wilson worked at, 
was the very first college to have a 
gay celebration for history month. 
Shortly after, Wilson organized a 
festival for Pride History month. 

By 1995 Pride History Month 
was covered by Newsweek, a major 
news outlet. Wilson is known for 
bringing students in his college 
together, and assisting in making 
school curriculum in North America 
more accepting of  the community. 
However, Wilson was not the only 
important historical figure.

Martha P. Johnson was a black 
transgender woman. She created 

STAR, Street Transvestite Action 
Revolutionaries, which had housing  
for rejected transgender youth or 
homeless youth. These and other 
members of  the LGBT community 
are remembered and recognized for 
their contributions to society during 
the month of  October. 

“I think it’s important that all 
people have the opportunity to 
celebrate who they are and how 
they feel. All people need to be 
able to feel that they are supported 
and all people need to feel like 
they’re supporting one another,” 
Dr. Ryan Smith, middle school 
principal, commented.  Smith also 
notes that having the freedom to be 
yourself  is very important, especially 
during junior high and high school. 
Although there is not as much 
representation in our school, he 
believes that we are moving forward 
progressively to appropriately 
support and include all students. 

 “I believe Pride in history 
is celebrated to show the LGBT 
community to show their pride in 
the history of  everything they’ve 
come from and gone through. And 
to make sure that the new generation 
knows the struggles that the first 
generations experienced,” Mrs. 
Blaire Lasko, tenth grade English 
teacher and Gay-Straight Alliance 

Club sponsor at Freedom High 
School, stated.  

 Mrs. Lasko also added 
that Allen Turring is a famous 
mathematician and codebreaker who 
assisted the United States during 
World War II. He was celebrated 
in all of  his accomplishments, 
nevertheless, like a lot of  other 
historical figures, being gay was 
covered up for Turring. 

“For those who are in middle 
school and thinking of  joining, 
be sure to join the GSA. We are a 
safe space for kids to talk and open 
up about their identity without 
judgement and we hope to see some 
of  you,” Mrs. Lasko adds.

Freedom aims to be more open 
to people a part of  the LGBT 
community and offer more support, 
but even then it is still a topic that is 
necessary to talk about. If  you are 
a part of  the community and can’t 
come out to your family or need 
more support, please take in mind 
Mrs. Lasko’s club, the Gay-Straight 
Alliance club, for high school! 

Keep in mind that people cannot 
change who they are on the inside, 
so make sure you treat everyone 
equally and with respect, regardless 
of  your own beliefs. 

bulldoG barker 
staff Writers

Freedom Voices
LGBT History Month recognizes 
contributions, focuses on equality 
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Bulldog Barker Staff
To be honest I think the school store should use both 

PAWS Passes and cash.
The advantages of  both would make them each great. 

For example,  you can bring cash from home everyday, and 
everyone has some.  But on the other hand, cash has more 
value than PAWS passes.  The good thing about PAWS 
passes is that a lot of  people save them up, so they can buy 
more items they want. I think another thing that would 
make using PAWS passes better would be because you can 
earn them in school and they would only be usable here. 

“I think the school store should use paws passes,”  
Wyatt Miller, sixth grader, stated.  

 Should the school 
store use PAWS 
passes or cash?

shane MCGoWan
Grade 5
Writer
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FMS Parents’ Place
 🍁 FMS Parents Meeting 

Next meeting is December 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the M.S. Library.
All invited.  We are in need of  committee chairs.

 🍁 Halloween Party 
Friday, Oct 29 from 7pm-10pm 

 🎃 $5 at the door or $3 with canned goods
 🎃 Dress in your costume (please follow school costume 

guidelines)
 🎃 Games, snacks, DJ, costume contest, and a spooky good time!

 🍁 Fundraising
Texas Roadhouse: Pick-up is November 22 in the Concession Stand
Spiritwear: Pickup is mid-December in time for the holidays
J&J’s Pies and Hoagie Sale: Begins November 8

 🍁 Summer Reading Party/Book Fair

 🎃 Congratulations to the students who participated in summer 
reading and were able to come to the party! They also recieved a free 
book at the book fair.

 🎃 We were able to provide the library with $185 worth of  books 
 🎃 Teachers were able to choose $25 worth of  books for their 

classroom at the Book Fair. 
 🎃 Congratulations to Cooper Brien for reading the most books 

and earning a Barnes & Noble gift card. 
 🍁 Christmas Party

Looking for someone to chair the Christmas Dance on December 10.


